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Spring Rains, High Waters Sink Wednesday Night Racing

Relentless Spring rainfall filled area

reservoirs and caused the May cancel-
lation of two weeks racing and Learn-
ing at the Helm events for the Percy
Priest Yacht Club. Commodore Bob
Powers threw in the towel, letting
members know by e-mail blast that
fixed dock conditions would not sup-
port the traffic to and from the boats.
Most boats simply rose to the occa-
sion of high water, floating placidly
on their dock lines. May by record is
the wettest month in Nashville and
this year anecdotes of heavy local rain
abound. May rainfall reached 6.45
inches by the third week contrasted
to a total May rainfall of 3.27 inches
in 2008. The 30 year average for May
is 4.9 inches. Conditions at Percy

Most but not all boats rose to the occasion of high water at Hamil-

ton Creek Marina
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Priest quickly improved and activities
returned to normal before the Memo-
rial holiday. Sailors have always been
keen on following the weather for
obvious reasons and most are ready
and willing to offer a forecast. Perhaps
Mark Twain provided the definitive
forecast and weather watching com-
mentary with his “Generic Forecast”:
“Probable nor’easter to southwest
winds varying to the southward and
westward and eastern points in be-
tween; high and low barometer,
sweeping from place to place, prob-
able areas of rain, snow and hail and
drought succeeded or preceded by
earthquakes with thunder and light-
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Grand Ole Open Regatta

By Lem Stevens,
Race Director

This year’s GOOR met with
overcast skies and a rainy fore-
cast. After several discussions,
the race committee decided to
hold the race, but return to
the dock upon the first sign of
lightning. As the racers left
the dock, the rain ended and a
breeze picked up. No sign of
lightning was observed and

two distance races were held in
5 to 10 mph of wind. It was a
great day of sailing with several
very close contests. The racers
returned to the dock for bur-
gers and beer with brownies
provided by Martha Ann Pil-
cher. As always, it was a good
time of fellowship and race
stories.

On Sunday, the forecast again
was for rain. Still the racers
made their way to the course.

After some delay for wind the
race committee was able to set a
windward — leeward course and
the race was on. Several shifts
in light air made conditions very
tactical and those that made
correct decisions were rewarded
with great gains around the
course. The wind began a per-
sistent shift toward the end of
the first race and a short distance
course was selected for the sec-
ond race. Continued page 2...
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LETTER
FROM
COMMODORE
BOB POWERS

Greetings Sailors,

Mother Nature served up
strong winds in March for the
Force 5 Regatta put on by
Brad Arnold, Roger Arnold,
Richard Lewis and the ]22
Fleet. Spring rains were
present for the Grand Old
Open Regatta in May hosted
by David Pilcher, Bob Keim,
Thad Edwards and the Cata-
lina 22 Fleet. Lights winds,
no J22’s or S2 7.9’s made for
a light turnout of racers.

But, fun was had by all who
helped with and participated
in the GOOR. When sum-
mer finally gets here we will
wish for wind and rain! We
are trying to sec if there is
enough interest to hold a one
day regatta in June. Contact
your fleet captain or our Rac-
ing Director, Lem Stevens
794-1439 or

lem.stevens(@erm.com.
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This year the first 3 weeks of
Sail Camp will be at Harbor
Island Yacht Club; and the
fourth week of June (22-26) it
will be held at Percy Priest
Yacht Club. Sail Camp needs
adult volunteers to serve as
“cognizant adults” for that weck
of Sail Camp. Contact Bob
Ware at 754-9944 or
r_ware(@comcast.net. Bob is

walking slower right now after
having a hip replaced, but plans
to coordinate the Sail Camp at
PPYC this summer. Thank you
for helping us fulfill our mis-
sion to foster sailing in middle
Tennessee.

Our Learning At The Helm
(LATH) program on Tuesday
evenings has been a big hit
again this year. It gives people
new to sailing a chance to try
sailing in a very safe setting. ..
on the sailboat of an experi-
enced PPYC skipper with 3-4
other people. We need skip-
pers and boats for this pro-
gram. Please contact Kathy
Ware at 754-9944 or
kware47(@comcast.net. |
think you will find it reward-

ing.
Several of the classes of PPYC’s
new Basic Sailing Course are

nearing the halfway mark.
With several instructors offer-
ing these classes at different
times throughout the week, we
are trying to meet the response
of more than 40 members who
have expressed interest in this
new course. The purpose of
this course is to equip people
with the skills needed to use
our Ensign level club boats
following a successful checkout
ride.

On June 13 PPYC will hold

our famous Parrot Head Luau

Party at Hamilton Creek Ma-
rina. It is truly one our great
social events of the year. Mark
your calendars for good food,
good music by the David Isaacs
Band and good times with
friends.

Check out our website,
www.ppyc.org . We are con-
stantly working to keep it up to
date so that it can provide you
with the latest information.
Kevin Manner and Steve
Zachar have done an out-
standing job keeping it up to
date. The 2009 calendar is
updated with all the racing and
social activities planned for this
year. Check it out and join in.

I look forward to seeing you at

the lake.
Sail safe,

Bob

Hamilton Creek Marina Cove In Early May Impounded by High W

GOOR...from page 1.

This race proved to be a true
test of inland lake sailing, which
required gentle boat handling
and absolute concentration on
the wind. The most notable
finish for this race belongs to
the Catalina 22s, when three
boats finished nose to nose after
45 minutes of sailing. It may
not have been fast, but it was
exciting!

I personally had my first experi-
ence with a fouled keel. Water
in the lake was high due to rain
the week before and there were
some branches in the water. 1
somehow collected one on the
keel and we spent a frustrating
part of Sunday trying to under-
stand our dramatic loss of boat
speed. In the future, I will be
much quicker to back down and
clear debris from the keel. I
will also be thankful that our
lake rarely presents this prob-
lem.

David Pilcher was chair for this
race and Bob Keim led the race
committee. Both men per-
formed excellent work for
PPYC and we are all extremely
grateful for their efforts. Please
note that as a club, we will plan
to sail races in inclement
weather, yet will cancel races at

the first sign of lightning.
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TEAM GREEN FINDS ADVENTURE AND COMMUNITY

AT PERCY PRIEST YACHT CLUB

On Saturday, May 9, PPYC hosted a large group of prospective sailors from the Team Green organization. After serving
them one of our trademark PPYC thickburger lunches, we held a short inside presentation of sailing concepts and termi-
nology, then ferried them out to the docks in the chase boat due to the high water. Eight PPYC skippers had volunteere
their time and boats to take out the Team Green members for the afternoon. The weather had started the day very rain
and it looked threatening around lunchtime, but by-afidrnoon the sun was out and a stiff breeze was blowing. The
Team Green members took turns helming their boats and working the lines. We capped the afternoon with two short bu
thrilling races as part of the learning to sail experience. As a result of the event, 23 new PPYC members were signed uj
from the Team Green group. Special thanks are extended to the PPYC volunteers who made this afternoon possible, ir
cluding Rob Montgomery, Bob Powers, Tom Ragsdale, David Perrine, Roger Arnold, David Weil, Larry Vastano, Gary
Pack, Marc Fortune, Richard Anderson, Sue McMahon, Susan Dyer, Jim Hornsby, and as always to HCM and Russell
Lackey for his support.

Team Green is Tennesseeds outdoor adventure | eader with
tures that connect you to the great outdoors, whether it
by engaging Adventure, Health, and Community, to instill respect for the environment, a desire to explore

new adventures, and a craving for challenge beyond everyday boundaries.

Contact Team Green at 242-5600

Visit their website: www.teamgreenonline.com

PAGE 4




MAY 2009

NEW CLUB BOAT CHRISTENED

0O MANNEROG

Kevin Manner joined PPYC
in 1984. After a couple of
years at PPYC, he began
complaining that the Sailing
Instructions needed to be
updated and was told to “do
it himself”. Thus began
many years of Kevin seeing
things that needed to be
done or done better at
PPYC, most but not all re-
lated to using a computer to
record, create, revise or im-
prove forms, instructions,
records, etc. and Kevin
“doing it himself”. Kevin has
served as Race Officer, Sec-
retary/ Treasurer, Vice Com-
modore, and Commodore.
And, these are just the board
positions he has filled. There
are many roles that rarely get
noticed such as: PHRF Han-
dicapper and Chairman, Da-
tabase Manager, Webmaster,
“Unofficial” Portsmouth
Handicapper, PPYC DIYRA

representative.

I don’t know when he had
time to marry Denise, rear 2
children, Christopher 21 and
Kelsey 15 and become Vice
President and CFO of
American Insurance Ser-

vices, Inc. Kevin has enjoyed

Kevin wearing his favorite vintage NOOD Regatta cap

The new club boat is a Catalina 22. One of the most popular pro-

duction boats of all time.

owning a laser, San Juan
21,]/24 and S2 7.9. He
presently crews for James

O’Dell on his S2 7.9.

Kevin still does many
things behind the scenes
for PPYC that keep things
running. For example,
Kevin has designed and
currently manages our web
-based regatta registration
system, our web-based
Club Boat reservation sys-
tem and Microsoft Excel
based computerized re-
gatta scoring system. He
also prepares the PPYC
annual federal tax return.

I wonder, sometimes, what
PPYC would be like today
if Kevin Manner had not
joined in 1984. So, it is
our privilege to name the
most recent PPYC Club
Boat joining the fleet in
honor of Kevin Manner
and his ongoing service to
PPYC. The Catalina 22
will be called the
“Manner”. May its service
to PPYC and to the mem-
bers be as long and as thor-
ough as that of Kevin Man-

ner.
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